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The Miracle of Squanto’s Path to Plymouth
This article was originally published in The Wall Street Journal November 24, 2015; 

Written by Mr. Metaxas (Dutton Adult, 2014).

Every Thanksgiving we remember that, to escape religious persecution, the Pilgrims sailed to the 
New World, landing at Plymouth Rock in 1620. But numerous trading ships had visited the area 
earlier. Around 1608 an English ship dropped anchor off the coast of what is today Plymouth, Mass., 
to trade metal goods for the natives’ beads and pelts. The friendly Patuxets received the crew but 
soon discovered their dark intentions. A number of the braves were brutally captured, taken to Spain 
and sold into slavery. 

One of them, a young man named Tisquantum, or Squanto, was bought by a group of Catholic friars, 
who evidently treated him well and freed him, even allowing him to dream of somehow returning to 
the New World, an almost unimaginable thought at the time. Around 1612, Squanto made his way to 
London, where he stayed with a man named John Slany and learned his ways and language. In 
1618, a ship was found, and in return for serving as an interpreter, Squanto would be given one-way 
passage back to the New World. After spending a winter in Newfoundland, the ship made its way 
down the coast of Maine and Cape Cod, where Squanto at last reached his own shore. After 10 
years, Squanto returned to the village where he had been born. But when he arrived, to his 
unfathomable disappointment, there was no one to greet him. What had happened?

It seems that since he had been away, nearly every member of the Patuxets had perished from 
disease, perhaps smallpox, brought by European ships. Had Squanto not been kidnapped, he would 
almost surely have died, but perhaps he didn’t feel lucky to have been spared. Surely, he must have 
wondered how his extraordinary efforts could amount to this. At first he wandered to another 
Wampanoag tribe, but they weren’t his people. He was a man without a family or tribe, and eventually 
lived alone in the woods.
But his story didn’t end there. In the bleak November of 1620, the Mayflower passengers, unable to 
navigate south to the warmer land of Virginia, decided to settle at Plymouth, the very spot where 
Squanto had grown up. They had come in search of religious freedom, hoping to found a colony 
based on Christian principles. Their journey was very difficult, and their celebrated landing on the 
frigid shores of Plymouth proved even more so. Forced to sleep in miserably wet and cold conditions, 
many of them fell gravely ill. Half of them died during that terrible winter. One can imagine how they 
must have wept and wondered how the God they trusted and followed could lead them to this 
agonizing pass. They seriously considered returning to Europe.

But one day during that spring of 1621, a Squanto walked out of the woods to greet them. He spoke 
perfect English. In fact, he had lived in London more recently than they had. And if that weren’t 
strange enough, he had grown up on the exact land where they had settled. Because of this, he knew 
everything about how to survive there; not only how to plant corn and squash, but how to find fish and 
lobsters and eels and much else. The lone Patuxet survivor had nowhere to go, so the Pilgrims 
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adopted him as one of their own and he lived with them on the land of his childhood. Squanto’s 
presence among the Pilgrims changed everything, making it possible for them to stay and thrive. 
Squanto even helped broker a peace with the local tribes, one that lasted 50 years, a staggering 
accomplishment considering the troubles settlers would face later.

Can all of this have been sheer happenstance? The Pilgrims hardly thought so. To them, Squanto 
was a living answer to their tearful prayers, an outrageous miracle of God. Plymouth Colony Governor 
William Bradford declared in his journal that Squanto “became a special instrument sent of God” who 
didn’t leave them “till he died.” Indeed, when Squanto died from a mysterious disease in 1622, 
Bradford wrote that he wanted “the Governor to pray for him, that he might go to the Englishmen’s 
God in heaven.” And Squanto bequeathed his possessions to the Pilgrims “as remembrances of his 
love.”

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. What are your initial thoughts about this true story? What part stuck with you?
2. Can you remember a time when God answered your prayer in an unusual way?
3. Give an example of when something bad happened to you and God used it for good? 
4. Who comes to mind when you think of someone (from the bible or other) who experienced a 

stressful time and God used them to bring encouragement to others?
5. Read Psalm 100 together. [Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth. Worship the Lord with gladness; 

come before him with joyful songs. Know that the Lord is God. It is he who made us, and we are 
his; we are his people, the sheep of his pasture. Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his 
courts with praise; give thanks to him and praise his name. For the Lord is good and his love 
endures forever; his faithfulness continues through all generations.]

6. When we focus on the things God has done for us, what changes in our lives? Give examples.
7. What do you think the bible means when it says, “all the earth?” Can you think of anyone or 

anything that wouldn’t be invited into the calling of Psalm 100? Why?
8. What is the difference between being thankful and giving thanks?
9. When do you “give thanks to him and praise his name” like the psalm tells us to do?
10. During this season of Thanksgiving, what are some things you’re thankful for this year? 

MOVING FORWARD
Take time this week and spend time with God, not asking for anything, but thanking him for all that he 
has done for you.

PRAYER TIME - Take prayer requests
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